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The priest P-----, who succeeded in escaping from Yugoslavia and hiding
from fascist pursuit in Switzerland, told with horror of the cruel persecution of
the clergy by the German occupation authorities. "Judging by the terror which
Is at present being carried out in Yugoslavia, particularly in Serbia, the German
fascists have set themselves the aim of completely destroying the Serbian people.
Serbs are deported in thousands to work in Germany, tens of thousands of the
best Serbian patriots have been driven by the Germans to concentration camps.
It is difficult to describe all the terrors through which the Serbian clergy have
lived. Such is the hatred of the fascist for everything Slav that they even want
to destroy their churches and religious customs." Immediately after the
seizure of Yugoslavia, the Gestapo arrested the Serbian Patriarch Gabriel and
Bishop Nicholas of Kraljevo, a Serbian national hero of the First World War,
in one of the Montenegrin monasteries. At the same time the German
robbers seized all the monastery's valuables, furniture and vestments, and
destroyed the buildings. This arrest is explained by the Germans by the fact
that Patriarch Gabriel and Bishop Nicholas, and also the whole Serbian clergy,
were active opponents of the entry of Yugoslavia into the Three Power Pact.
"Now at present," continues the priest, "the Germans have brought the
Patriarch to a military court. It must be noted that Patriarch Gabriel and Bishop
Nicholas had not renounced their righteous attitude, they had made political
speeches calling on the peasants to protest against the adherence of Yugoslavia
to the 'new order' in Europe."
"The executioners of the Gestapo do not limit themselves to the arrests of
clergy. Without trial or investigation they execute them. Recently the priests
Yankulovid and Meksin from Pancevo were hanged on a charge of organizing a
guerilla detachment. In the district of Cecak the Germans closed two churches,
arrested those who officiated in them and sent them to an unknown destination."
In Slovenia, which is occupied by the Italians, where the native language is
persecuted by every means, the fascists turned first of all on the Orthodox
clergy who appeared as staunch upholders of the national people's spirit. 'The
Slovenian priests in the villages of Karsta, Istrin and Krainy were massacred,"
it is reported from Slovenia. ''Many priests were killed by the occupying forces
for the sole reason that they read their sermons in the Slovene language and
called upon the people to defend the freedom, honour and culture of the
Slovenes."
A wave of arrests swept through the whole country. Many priests died
under arrest. In Mariborn, priests were forced to destroy the local Greek
Orthodox Church. By this means it was intended to sow discord between the
Serbs and the Slovenes. Almost all the churches were plundered, their church
plate and valuables being carried off.
In Slovakia there were also mass arrests of the church's ministers. The
priest of Mezinoborsk Church was seized by the Gestapo immediately following
a Sunday service. He was accused of calling upon the people to resist Nazism
in his sermon. Arrests of priests were made in Nitra, Gilartovci, Trenc?ina and
in many other places.
The Hitlerites order priests not to fail to put in their sermons such phrases as
"Hitler is the son of God, Hitler is the father of Christianity," However, as a
rule the Slovak priests do not fulfill these orders.
The Slovak Ministry of the Interior issued a special order compelling
ministers to send in to it for confirmation the written text of their sermons. This
order called forth indignation among the priests.